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^ /[ Y 30airney to the rzorthertl mounta-zas itl january 1a4, Itl 

1v1 attendance upOIl the Vizier gave me an opporturlity 
-of Iitisfying in fbme degree xny curi-otity otl the fulgeA you 
are b deIirous of lbeing i+f8rn;zed of; the produdion and lmanu 
fa&ure of Borax. The place which his lERscelletwcy vifited i$ 

called Betowle atld i-s a frmall prit1cipatity in tlle firR of the 
l1orthern tizoutltainsy urElere they rife from the plXillS Of Hinwo 

dofian and ts diRant frorn Lucl:taovv about 23O mles ST.E 
tThe town is a pritlcipal ma1^t svhere the cotnmoclities o£ the 
tuountains are exchatlged ir thofe Qf the plain. The Rajat 
or Prince of the countryS holds his p;oSffilons ill the hills as 

an i1ldependerlt IbvereigLl > but for rlloi orlgthe plain he owes 
fbalty and pays tribute to the Vizier. 1He therefore etult4aced 
thts opport:vinity a:f payiLlg hotnage itl perSotl to his Lord>. 
Durirlg his Ray at: Court5 I had a} opportunity Qf luaking the 
enquiries I wiffieel fi*on lwis people9 qaad particularly fFom his 
t)ewazz ot MixiRer who lwad with him Ibme of the itlhabltants 
of the place where the boraxk is lMdee X 

2ti<ts litle fu1S0ance called in the Ianguage of this countrv 
SSgabX is brougI-at ;Xato t1Endollan frein>tlae motlIltattvvs oS 
TylJbet Ttwe place svhere ig is produced is sa twc kingdon of 

X X a 30umatx 
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Jum1ateX diftallt from Betosvle alout tllitety days jourtley Ilort 

- [umlate is tlle lal^ge of tIae kitagdoms itl that part of-tile 
TI>ibbet lsOuI5taitlS) and is cotafidtlecl as lloldiIlg a fuperiority 
co7er all the reIt. 

trlle place wtlaere the borax is pooduced is dei[cribed to lze in a 

1n1all val]ey, furrotltlded witll filowy rroutatains, ill *^7hich IS a 
lake, about fix miles t1 circumferenceX the water of which is 
collR zl-tly IlOt, fo lnucIl fO that the hatld cantlot l)e henld in it for 

wr fitne The grollnd routld the lzanks of the lake is per- 
jfedly barret IlOt producitlg even a blade of grafs , alad the earth- 
is ft}ll of a faline tuatter in fuch plenty that after fills of rain or 
i;:lowv it cotacretes iII white flakes upon the furfaceX like the natrox 

iil IQindoItan. UpOll the banks of this lakeX irl the willter fea 
fotl, wheta the falls of fnow begita, the eartla is fiortlled itltO 

fmall refervoirsS ly raifing it itito banks about fIx inches Iligh; 
whelI thefe are filled with ftaowX the hot water from the lake 
is thrown upotl it, which together with the water from the 
melted fiI10\vx reSalllS ill the refervoir, t-o be partly abSorSed 
by tlle earthv alld partly evaporated by the full X after svhichX 
there remaitls at the bottotn a cakeS of fometimes half atl itlch 
thick7 of crude borax, which is takerl up and referved for uSe. 
It can only be tnade ilu the winter feaSon, becaufe the falls of 

inow are indifpenEably sequifIteS and alSo becauSe the faline 
sppearances upon the earth are IlrongeR at that feafoll When 
once it has beell rzade upon any rpOtX in the malltler above de- 
fcribeds it cannot be made agairl UpOIl the fame place9 till the 
fnow Ihall have fallen upon it and ; diXolved three or four 
times; after which the faline efflorefceace re-appears, alld it is 
again fit for the operation 

The borax in the ftate above deScribed, is trallfported from 
hill to hill upon goats9 and paSes through mally diffCrent hands 

before 



De Prok>aDioz of ! Borax. Z9 
before iti reaches tlle plains, which increafes the difficulty cf ob- 
taining autlAentic i+fortmation regarding tlleorigitlul matlufaAure. 
hWheIl brought down from the hills, it is refi1led frotn the eartli 
and grOSs iLnpurities by boiliIag aled cryRallifation. I coluld oltain 
slo anSwers to ay queIliolls regarditlg the quality of the water,, 
atad vlze mitleral produEtiotls of tlae fotl. All tllevy could fay of 
the forrller wass tllat it was verv 11ot very fioul, atld as it virere 
greaSy; that it boils up in rnaly placesS alad ll'dS a very oSetlrlve 
fmell : atld the latter renzalskable only for ttle falitle appearances 

abov-e defcrilJed. That Couatly, howeverg ill general, produces 
cotIlderable quantities of iron, copper, alld fulpllur. After l)eig 
purified it fe-lls in the marlKet hele for about t 5 rupeesper mauInd ,, 
and I am aIfuredS by many of tiae llatives, that a11 the borax 
ill India comes ollly from the place above metltioned. 

I a;m afraid you will think this at beR3l3ut a very utlEatisfk120ry 
alld uIaphiloSopllical accoutlt of the tnatter, but wvhat can lJe 
don;e, svhere tlae ollly mode of informatiol] is througla fOlne of.f 

the wild arldEullSettled mountaineers ? for the place is inaccef- 
fible even to tlle inhabitarlts of 1-7indo{tan, atld has t.lever beelat 
viElted by ally of tilemS except a few svatldering Faquires, who 
have l)een fometimes led that way, either to do pexlatlce9 or to 
-vifit forlle of the ternples ill the moulltains The cold iIl Will- 

te-r is deSclibed to le fo interCe that every thizg is frozen p}z, and 
that life cail olaly be preServed by loads of blallkets atad fliins 
Ill the ftlmmer agaitl9. the refledOtl frotn the fides of the 
moulltairls7 wvhich are :Lleep and cloSe to each other (there 
ltei1zg little or no plaill ground betwixt them) renders the 
heats ilafufferable. 

I have not loaded this accourlt vith arly refleEtions or conu 
.eEtures of my OW11 I have flmply giv-eil you the xzarrative ot 
thoSe frotn whom I had my information; alld havi2ag put into 

your 4 



your poSeSotl a11 the &ta I have beel1 able to co11e<* upon tIle 
ftlble& yon may nake vwhat uSe of the:n you peait 

I IIaall conclude with a fesrr obServations regardtn$ the cre 
dibility of the relationJ andX firfl: that it is reallLy brought 
Som the Tibbet mount:ains is certain as iI have zlyilf ofien 
had occafiorl to fee large quantilties of it brought downg X&nd 
have purchafed fmm the l[*artar rnountaineers who brought it 
to tmarker fecoladly9 I have llester heard of its being either 
produced or brou;ht illtQ this countg from any other quarter; 
andX thirdly lf it was made on the Coromandel coa0> a$ 

fome bois merltionS I think there can be little dollbt9 but 
that the whole proctIi uld Ilave been fially enguired intoS and 
giverl to the public lotg before this time 

tucknow AugtoR 28s X 786i 
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